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‘Starlings

(Continued from page 1) '

hard place here," Mutchmore said.
The city has also looked into other
methods of battling the birds,
Mutchmore said, noting, for instance,
that he recently researched the
Internet and found alternative tactics

including metallic strips that flutter in’

the wind, balloons that look like an
owl's eye that hang in trees and spe-
cialized audio tapes, all designed to
deter the birds from roosting.

' However, some of those methods
didn't seem cost effective,
Mutchmore said.

Killing the birds, Mayor James
Kingston said, might solve the prob-
lem, but that could also cause law-
suits from residents as well as enrage
animal rights activists — problems
the city doesn't want to bring onto
ftself. b

Parrish asked if residents could
shoot fireworks on their own to get
rid of the birds. Mutchmore said fire-
works are illegal in Illinois.

So in the meantime, the city plans
to continue to spray sidewalks and
shoot the shellcrackers into the trees.

Regardless of whether that works,
Mutchmore said the onset of winter

weather should soon cause the birds
to migrate south.

Last year, the starling droppings
problem wasn't nearly as severe,
Parrish said.

"It wasn't near as bad last year,"
Parrish said. "It seems it's been get-
ting progressively worse."

Proposed TIF
to be discussed
in Gibson City

GIBSON CITY — A meeting of
the economic and industrial devel-
opment committee of the Gibson
City Council is scheduled at 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 in the council chambers.

The meeting is to discuss a pro-
posed tax increment financing
development of about 88 residential
lots north of 19th Street. :

Public comment is being encour-
aged.



